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A VISIT TO WARSAW
By Ruth Chernia

days in Warsaw, | wanted to share some memories. we witnessed a miracle.
When | told people that my husband and | were As we entered the sanctuary, we heard a man speak-

going to Warsaw, many asked, “why?” The immediate reasorng. At first | didn't realize he was not speakindisto but then
was a crazy booking to fly to London on points, but onee w quickly understood that he was speaking Hebrew. The entire
had decided to fly to London via Warsaw, and were told wemain floor was filled with Israeli high school studefrtam (we
could stay over, we surveyed people we knew who had bedater learned) just outside Tel Aviv. They were theith their
there before us and got lots of advice. Continued on page 8

Three days is certainly not long enough to fully appreciate
this place. What we got was a taste of a vibrantrakn .
European city. We arrived on a Sunday morning and expected In This Issue
everyone to be in church. We were wrong. They wereul
walking around the old city (which is mostly a pedestzane).
We were amazed by the fact that every building we saw, no
matter how old it seemed, was actually only fifty ixtysyears
old. The results of rebuilding an 85 percent-destroyed citg wer
astounding. 4

Then there is the absence — the absence of the Jews wh
were once more than a quarter of the pre-1939 population of 18 Uncovering the Hidden Holocaust
million. Walking down a street beside our hotel, we looked
down and there was our first indicator of that absenesbed- 6 The Accidental Archivist: Irish Jewish Records
ded in the sidewalk and street was a diagonal metal miarker New Cooperation Agreement Between JRI-Poland

several languages outlining the location of the Ghedtib w and the Museum of the History of Polish Jews
The next morning we set out for the Umschlagplatz — the

point where the residents of the Ghetto were traresfeto 7 Mount Sinai Cemetery
trains that took them to Treblinka. It is a movinglynple

monument on a busy street, next to a school. Frometwe 8 Back to Lithuanian Roots
walked through the former ghetto itself, stopping at tloeimd

that marks the location of Mila 18. The main street btock 9
south of it has been renamed in honour of Anielowice of

the leaders of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. Furthathsahe
monument to the Ghetto fighters once stood on a sipipla 10 A Visit to the Center for Jewish History, NY
but is now bracketed by apartments on one side and the half

finished Museum of the Jewish People in Poland (expecteq Missing Linkse Who Do You Think You Are?

Comgs:i?i?]glats?cozpoﬁgt morning was the K synagogue. This NESINEIEIREY VSOl 2SS (e
' Nazi-Looted Art Objects

building, opened in 1897 (?), was an orthodox synagogue that
had stood just inside the ghetto but as the Nazis dedréase I

ghetto’s size, the building was left outside it and iswans- 12 B v & s e Gl o e ieue
formed into a stable. Somehow it escaped the destrudftitre

Q fter spending what turned out to be three memorableity and has since been refurbished and rededicated. Ared ther
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Message From the President

ver the last several months, we have been requestingjte, collecting data at our Jewish cemeteries, pinaphing
members to contribute a story for our"2Bnniversary  matzevot(headstones), delivering workshops, contributing to
Book Project. At this time, we have received 37 expres-our newsletter, mentoring newbie genealogists, and so on.
sions of interest and 10 submissions. The offeringsvate- The continued success of JGS Toronto into the next 25
ranging — among others, we have an edge-of-the-segbeescayears depends on the dedicated efforts of our members.
down the river Danube in 1939; a 12 year-old’s recolleation
gas masks and Scuds in Israel dudesert Stormandan im- Harvey Glasner
migrant’'s parody of the story of Genesis written veayly in President, JGS of Canada (Toronto)
the 20" century. And there are stories that | know are ngmi president@jstoronto.ca
which | can’t wait to read...the history of the Junctihul;
discovering family in present-day Poland; “a charaatemyy
family that dramatically changed my life”.

The deadline for submissions has been extended to Decem-
ber 3%, 2010, so you still have time to send in your idea for a
story.

By the time you receive this issue of Shem Tov, odt 25
Anniversary celebration will have been taken place.ahtto
thank all of those members who worked on that evenietlsas
the very fine book committee which is totally dedichte get-
ting the Anniversary Book published by the end of next year.

It is gratifying to see that so many of our membeageh
stepped up and committed themselves to work for the benefits
of our Society, not only by writing, but by working on aueb-

NEW MEMBERS

JGS Toronto is very pleased to welcome
as new members:

Stephen Albert Faye Blum

Lil Blume Gary Goldlust
Erica Oielgisser Peter Rubin

Beverley Sidney

vol. XXVI No. 4 Officers of JGS of Canada (Toronto):

SHEM TOV is published quarterly by the Jewish
Genealogical Society of Canada (Toronto) and is
distributed free to members. Current issues are
available to non-members for $4.00 per issue, and back
issues are available free of charge on our website
www.jgstoronto.ca.

Contributions are invited. Please submit material to
shemtov@jgstoronto.ca or to Shem Tov Editors, P.O.
Box 91006, 2901 Bayview Avenue, Toronto, ON M2K
2Y6. Publication is at the Editor’s discretion.

The Jewish Genealogical Society of Canada (Toronto)
was founded in 1985. Membership is $40 per calendar
year, $18 for students. Meetings are held September to
June, usually on the last Wednesday of each month
at 8:00 p.m. (doors open at 7:30) at Shaarei Shomayim
Synagogue, 470 Glencairn Avenue, Toronto (unless
announced otherwise). Guests are always welcome.
Details are usually printed in the Canadian Jewish News
and on our website at: www.jgstoronto.ca.

The goal of the Society is to provide a forum for the
exchange of knowledge and information through
meetings, outings, workshops and guest lecturers, and
thereby to promote an awareness of genealogy within
the Jewish community of Canada. The Society is
affiliated with the Jewish Federation of Greater Toronto
and is registered as a non-profit charitable organization.

No part of this publication may be reproduced in any
form without permission in writing from the editors.
Views and opinions expressed in articles are those of
the authors and do not necessarily represent those of
SHEM TOV or the Jewish Genealogical Society of
Canada (Toronto). ISSN 0843-6924. All rights reserved.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Programs organized by the Jewish Genealogical Society of Canada (Toronto)

Please carefully note the venue for each programme.
For all evening events, doors open at 7:30 pm
Non-member fee: $5.00 per meeting

(exception: spouses accompanying members)

Be sure to visitwww.jgstoronto.cafor updated information.

Wednesday, December 15at 8 pm

at Shaarei Shomayim Synagogue

Elections

Building an Online Family Tree at Ancestry.ca

Wednesday, June 2% at 8 pm

at Lipa Green Building

Annual General Meeting

2010 Financial Statement will be presented.

Speaker: Ruth Burkholder, Genealogist, historian, and emtucat Brick Walls and Breakthroughs

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Speakers: Society Members

at Shaarei Shomayim Synagogue

“Helping You Get Started” session at 7:45 pm
Programme at 8 pm:

Latvian Records and How to Use Them
Speaker: Henry Blumberg, JGS Toronto member

Sunday, February 27"
Workshop - TBA

Wednesday, March 2% at 8.00 pm

at North York Public Library Auditorium

What We Can Learn from DNA Testing to Help Our
Genealogy Research

Speaker: Bennett Greenspan

An entrepreneur and life-long genealogy enthusiast, Mreisr
span founded Family Tree DNA in 1999, turning a hobby intd
full-time vocation.

Wednesday, April 27"

at Shaarei Shomayim Synagogue

“Helping You Get Started” session at 7:45 pm

Programme at 8 pm:

A Trip to Poland: Planning, Travelling and Discovering
Speakers: Mel & Deana Fishman, JGS Toronto Members

Sunday, May &"
at Shaarei Shomayim Synagogue

From 1-3 pm

Yad Vashem Records and What You Can Learn from the
Pages of Testimony

Speaker: Steve Brock, Hamilton JGS

Wednesday, May 28

at Lipa Green Building, 4600 Bathurst Street
“Helping You Get Started” session at 7:45 pm
Programme TBA

Photo Gallery

Photo by Neil Richler
Keen participants at Neil Richler’s October 17th workslop.

Photo by Neil Richler
Harvey Glasner addresses workshop attendees.

-

Photo by Harvey Glasner

Harriet De Koven introducing guest speaker, Joe
Schlesinger, at our Holocaust Education Week programme
on November 3rd.
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BRANCHING OUT
by Elaine Cheskes

New Acquisitions to the JGS of

Canada (Toronto) Libi@oylection

at the North York Central Library"&loor Gladys Allison Canadiana Room

Hart, Arthur Daniel, comp.The Jew in Canada Abridged
facsimile ed. Toronto: Now & Then Books, 2010.

Reviewed and Adapted by Bill Gladstone
AvotaynuSpring Vol. XXVI, no. 1, 2010

T JEW e
CANADA

The Jew in Canadaedited by Arthur D. Hart, is a little-
known classic of Canadian Jewish history. It wast fpub-
lished in 1926 and has been out of print and almost imposg
to find ever since. It offers profiles and photogralfi hun-
dreds of prominent personalities and community leaderg
Montreal, Toronto, Ottawa, Winnipeg, Regina, Calgary, V4
couver and a host of other Canadian cities. Manyesngsive
the year and place of birth of an individual, as weliasor her
immigration history and the names of family membefihe
Jew in Canadaalso presents many descriptions and illustf
tions of synagogues, Hebrew schools, Talmud Torahs, basi
enterprises, women’s activities, charitable orgdring, and
other community endeavours.

The new volume contains all of the biographicel genea-
logical material of the original, but the opening chapteuslin-
ing Canadian Jewish history before about 1900, were not
cluded as they are readily available elsewhere. A tnerge-
ripheral essays were also omitted.

It may be observed th@he Jew in Canadaeems to con-
centrate on the “landed gentry” -- the “Jewish 400”. yaghin
call them -- who arrived anywhere from the 1860s toeiudy
1920s. Its pages spotlight the well-to-do businessmen, doc
lawyers, rabbis and top community leaders and workerg, [
men and womenThe Jew in Canadais 466 pages, and has
biographical index.

The Jew in Canadamay be ordered from Now & Ther
Books: www.nowandthenbookstoronto.com

CHECK THE WEBSITE OFTEN!

Remember to visilvww.jgstoronto.ca
frequently for news and updates.

Mokotoff, Gary. Getting Started in JewislGenealogy:2010
Version Bergenfield, NJ: Avotaynu, 2010.

Reviewed by Elaine Cheskes

Mokotoff Traces Madoff

Mokotoff's latest research manu&etting Started in Jewish

Genealogy 2010 Versionis a completely new edition from his
other publicationsGetting Started in JewislGenealogy pub-

_lished in 1999, andAvotaynu Guide to JewishGenealogy

ibleoo4 publication. Th010 Versionis not intended for begin-
_ners in the genealogical field, but rather to conviresearchers
Ifhat the task of tracing family can be accomplished hygussie

N |atest Internet resources. Mokotoff explains how to ssce
websites such as Jewish Gen, the Morse One-Step,
FamilySearch, and Ancestry.com.

For those of us who have had difficulty in detaing the
@-original surname of our ancestors due to a name change upon
€eir arrival in the United States or Canada, Mokasoffgests

that we access the naturalization papers. Pridnéagtanting
of citizenship, the government official checks the passdisjer
of the ship to verify legal entry. The original nanfelee im-
~migrant, found on the ship’s manifest, is recorded onCiae
INificate of Arrival. This certificate becomes pafttbe docu-
mentation for naturalization.

In the last chapter, Mokotoff describes how laeds the
paternal ancestry of the infamous Bernie Madoff badk djgn-
erations, 200 years to 1809, in a period of less than two.hours
He also confirms that Madoff was not the original fgmame.

[OrS  |n the2010 Versionwe are kept up-to-the minute on the
Oljatest genealogical lingo. Currently, the politicaltyrect term
A for “genealogy” is “family history”.

Since new and innovative resources are rapidlgldeing
on the Internet, “it is the intent of the authorpublish a new
version of this book every year, hence the inclusiotnéntitle
of 2010Version”
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and diggers. And more recently, bodyguards, due to death
threats from Holocaust deniers — the fallout from getting his
message out.

Despite the denials, it remains one of the best-doctede
events of recent history. And yet Desbois continuastmver
new details about killing fields that had seemed lost faoreve

To date, Desbois has uncovered more than 500 mass graves
across Ukraine and Belarus, aided by Soviet archivesiewd
testimony from nearly 800 eyewitnesses. The forefsillistic
and human evidence adds up to what Desbois calls a
“Holocaust by bullets” — a grim epilogue to the traditional
narrative of gas chambers and concentration camps.

After his talk last week, Desbois listened patientlyatmli-
Stark images of human skeletons in mass graves. Vidée te ence members who mobbed him at the podium, still asking
mony about mass executions. Then a jarring speech from threbout mass graves in distant villages. One of themmya84-
man in a clerical collar. year-old mother, who made her way past the crowddltthée

The questions from the floor are unexpected: One atter a priest that she was one of the last living survivoosnf Rawa-
other, people ask Father Patrick Desbois why he do&skeét  Ruska — the town of his grandfather’s internment, andwmy
his Holocaust message further afield. grandparents’ death.

On this night, in this synagogue, his Jewish audience Fearing the worst, my grandparents had made arrangements
seemed to be telling this Catholic priest that he pvaaching  to smuggle my mother out of Rawa-Ruska. She obtained false
to the converted. In plaintive tones, they asked hitré@den  papers identifying her as a Catholic teenager — one ofyma
his reach — exposing more non-Jews to his harrowing accountho survived the war in Nazi Germany until the Russi#es-
of Eastern Europe’s hidden Holocaust. ated them.

In an age of Holocaust denial, with Iran’s Mahmoud We don't know how my grandparents perished. Nothing
Ahmadinejad disdaining the evidence, they beseeched him t@ore was heard from them after late 1942, when tretynleote
get his message out beyond the walls of their synagogusy Ma to my mother. Did they die of typhus, brought on by the inhu-
in the hall had survived the genocide that claimed 6ianill man conditions Jews were subjected to by the Nazi oas®pie
Jews, and already knew the details in their bones. Or in the killing fields that Desbois has documented?

One of them was my mother. She had been followirey th It is a story still without answers. But a story IHolocaust
priest’s work from a distance, but now wanted to heastois/  denier can take away from us.
in person. And then share her own. Editor's note: Martin Regg Cohn is accepting emails to his

History had brought them together: her birthplace,amw& mother atmcohn@thestar.car twitter.com/reggcohn
Ruska, on the Polish-Ukrainian border; and his life’s wiork
that same small railway town.

As Desbois told the audience, his grandfather had bedn h
in Rawa-Ruska as a captured French soldier in a Naznpriso
of-war camp. But he’'d always told the young Desbois tha
“others” had suffered far more. It was a telltale cthat
launched the priest’'s lifelong obsession with the faftehe
10,000 Jews slaughtered in the vicinity of Rawa-Ruska.

Uncovering the Hidden Holocaust
Originally published inThe Toronto Star
on October 12, 2010
Reprinted with permission of the author

-
By Martin Regg Cohn Columnist

ADVERTISING RATES

SHEM TOV is now accepting display advertising for
publication. Advertisers are requested to supply camera-reagly
art and payment by February 2011 for the Spring issue. Please
indicate how many insertions you would like. As the chart
indicates our basic rate is discounted for advertisenptented
in four consecutive issues (one year) instead of a siaglei

Desbhois went to Rawa-Ruska in 2002 to see for himseif, b
found nothing visible: The local mayor kept running interfer
ence, insisting there were no traces of mass graeeesbois
knew from his own upbringing in rural France that villager
always know where the bodies are buried. He returresd y
after year, until a new mayor took power and providedkthe
that unlocked Rawa-Ruska’s dark secret.

He was led to a mass grave for the last 1,500 JewawéR
Ruska. It became ground zero for his research ashedaout
across Ukraine. Interviewing witnesses, the priegt 8tle but
listens closely, allowing his clerical collar to leospeople’s
tongues in the heavily Catholic countryside. But the eneosint
are not especially priestly; no one ever asks himake tonfes-
sion, even when confessing to the most heinous acts.

He uses teams of forensic and ballistics expertsslatmmns

only. By placing an ad in SHEM TOV, you are reaching a
growing number of readers in Toronto, across Canada and
internationally, and helping to support a unique and vital
journal.

One Issue Four Issues (one year)
Full Page $60 $200
Half Page $30 $100
Quarter Page $18 $ 60
Eighth Page $10 $ 32

Search ads are also available. Rates are $5 fofirtie25
words and 25¢ per word thereafter, your name and address gre
free. Please write advertisement clearly with farilynames

you are researching in UPPER CASE letters. Make yo
cheque payable to Jewish Genealogical Society of Canadla
(Toronto) and mail to: JGS of Canada (Toronto), P.O. Bo
91006, 2901 Bayview Ave., Toronto, Ontario M2K 1HO.
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The Accidental

Archivist:

Irish Jewish Records
by Harvey Glasner

@4
Sthat he would be in Toronto and wondered if we could
archival work had me intrigued. Last June, we had ost fi
face-to-face. The depth, scope and scale of his workndoeai
the conversation.

Stuart, who is now 65 years old, had little interest hroet
and disliked the rigors of formal education. He everfided
that his secondary school teacher at Wesley Colledruibiin
suggested that he had “no academic future”. Ultimately, he
chose to go into business for himself and successfully dquih
finance and property enterprise.

After the death of his parents in the early 1990s, he began

tracing his maternal family history. What startedaalsumble
search turned out to be a remarkable recording of thdssaf
pieces of information on 44,000 Irish Jews, which include ante-
cedents and descendants from countries all over thel.wdml
total, there are 16 volumes that date back to the fifdcén-

tuart Rosenblatt of Dublin Ireland informed me by email thank you to our ancestors who gave so much.”

Stuart is presently involved with penning the YIDIOT'S

Note: Anyone interested in finding out about their Iristvish
roots can reach Stuart by emaihaisterc@mediannet.ie

meet over coffee to discuss his research in Irelands HiGuide to Irish Jewish roots, as well as working on Bbsite to
place all of his information online.

tury.

Stuart was impressed when | pointed to our Societytstsff
in documenting over 70,000 entries of Jewish burials in Tg-
ronto and the subsequent submission of that data to JOWHE
(Jewish Online Worldwide Burial Records). He then stobw
me one of his self-published volumes, 5 inches thick eatthér
bound.

Stuart does much, much more than index — his work irf
cludes every aspect of Jewish interest. In short, hésrels is
an exhaustive examination of Irish Jewish DNA.

Choose any entry and the researcher is able tolineeges up,
down, and sideways. You learn more detail than just birth
death, place of burial and marriage. A researcheralgd dis-
cover affiliations, court appearances, land ownershggesl of
business, etc., etc., etc. The quantity of inforonats phe-
nomenal! In fact, what makes his work even more extraargi

is that he was able to accomplish this in a mattéBofears.

When we met again in September, he told me that tegpis
piest when he provides information to folks who ar@d@ng
their Irish Jewish heritage. But sadly, despite hisea®lef-
forts, Stuart’s work remains somewhat downplayed byt
remaining Jews. “l have no donations, help or encouragg”
he said. “Itis all on my head.”

Recently, Harvard University contacted him about his re
search. They were very interested in acquiring his vaume
He explained to them that his personal investment idién t
thousands of dollars. Disappointingly, the university wa$
willing to make an offer to cover his costs.

Stuart is still undeterred. He has committed himselig-
date volume 15 every 5 years. To Stuart Rosenblaf
“genealogy is like a drug — you get withdrawal symptohyst
don’t get your fix during the day! Generations past have a
lowed us to live the way we do today,” he explained.s ‘¢
privilege we have our lives today so my work is a gragio

BR

New Cooperation Agreement Between
JRI-Poland and the
Virtual Shtetl Portal of the

Museum of the History of Polish Jews
eter Jassem of Toronto, who is Canadian represe
tive of the Museum of the History of Polish Jew:
and Stanley Diamond of Montreal, who is found

of JRI-Poland, met at the Polish embassy in Ottaw@on

tober 2¢ to sign a cooperation agreement. This event
attended by Polish Ambassador Zenon Kosiniak-Kamy
and other dignitaries as well as by representativethef

Canadian Polish-Jewish Heritage Foundation, and of JG$

Ottawa and Hillel Ottawa.

This new agreement will be a boon to those reseaych
their ancestors in Poland.

JRI-Poland, started in 1995, has over 4 million docume
and can be found awww.jewishgen.org/jri-pl/ Virtual
Shtetl, at www.sztetl.org.pl/en, has been in operatioces
June, 2009. Users of this site can add archival mattdr,
audio and video files.

Peter Jassem, in addition to being our member, has g

2002 been Chair of the Polish-Jewish Heritage Foundati

in Toronto: http://www.pjhftoronto.ca/

The Museum of the History of Polish Jews is scheduled
open in 2012 on the site of the Warsaw Ghetto. {
www.jewishmuseum.org.pl
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Mount Sinai Cemetery
by Allen Halberstadt

northwest Toronto, was established in 1920 and conereated a map for the cemetery.
sists of 23 sections. With the help of the Cemetery’'s head of maintenaRbd,
| took on this project in May 2010 and completed it on Oc-who has been there for twenty years, we figured out thaw

tober 20, 2010. | photographed and indexed the whole cgmeterows run and from which direction the graves staatso had to
by myself. | was given an excel spreadsheet for sombeof t rename each picture to match the plot location,sedion, row
sections that had plot locations, names and burial .diatken  #, grave #. The spreadsheet will be uploaded on JOWBReby th
verified each of those entries and added other infoomdkiat  beginning of December 2010. There presently are almost
was missing, as inscribed on the tombstones. Fosaghtons 14,000 burials at this Cemetery.

Mount Sinai Cemetery, located on Wilson Avenue inwhere | did not receive spreadsheets, | created my balso
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A Visit to Warsaw Cont'd from page 1
teachers and one very old man (a survivor, we presuroed)
learn about the history of the Jewish people in Polandhé\
end of the speaker’s talk, he played a recording of stectmn-
tor from before the war and then everyone broke @nmaodern
Israeli song. We spoke with some of the students teflieg

how pleased we were to see them there learning abeint thi e

history.

The next morning we met the students again as we wags

dered through the enormous Jewish cemetery; our pattsedros
once again in the afternoon at the Jewish Historlicstitute
where they were watching a film about the Ghettoh&nlobby
of the JHI (housed in the former Jewish Library thaod next

to the Great Synagogue of Warsaw, blown up in 1943), are
computer and a map. You type in your ancesthaétl and it
lights up on the map. The computer displays the histoypaif
village — Jewish population in the last census beforenide
percentage of the overall population, final destination of th
Jewish citizens. In the cases of my and my husbasidétls, it
was Treblinka.

Ghetto Wall Memorial

As Ken and | were leaving the JHI, | saw a sign tteted
that the JHI could do genealogical research for indivigueds
groups. Inquiring further, we were directed across the lapew

Centrum

Kielce
Katowice
Poznan

5

JUNEET

to the skyscraper that stands on the synagogue site. [Tke B
Tower, as it is known because of the colour of itsdeinms, is
said to be haunted and has had a hard time renting adits all
space.

In a small office in the Blue Tower, two dedicated gémea
gists conduct research for people around the world. Weigat
Yale Reisner (who has spoken in Toronto on two occayion
and Anya, bombarding them with names and questions. In n
husband’s case, he learned his mother’s real first nhimed
seen it on the Canadian passenger lists but did nateaéavas
really a name — Ente, a form of Yenta, which onlgdme an
unhappy name through literature. It actually is relatethéo
French “gentille” meaning sweet, nice. My quest to e
fate of my mother’s cousins initially drew a blank binalve to
send Anya more information.

The visit to the JHI and the presence of the Isrdefisus
feeling hopeful. Our three days passed in a flash. Welare
ready planning a return visit so that we can visit ouestnal
shtetlsand truly walk where once our ancestors walked.

Back to Lithuanian Roots

n the November 11, 2010 issue of The Globe and

there was an account by Robin Esrock entiedlonely

Journey Into a Troubled Pasthis was description of th
"South African-born writer's genealogical journey to thoenie-
land of his grandparents, Lithuania, where he visited gmi-
nantly Kupiskis and Vilnius. He was able to find the narof
relatives named Ezrock etched on a memorial plaque ioldh
Kupiskis synagogue.

blog on his websitewww.robsinesrock.com Robin Esrock
Adventurer, Travel Writer and Television Host, Modern Go
Among the many postings on Esrock’s blog, you can Bigd
Aging Up the Past in Lithuanior a detailed description of h
2007 visit to that country.

A 32-year old currently living in Canada, the writeistat

Mail,

e

A

e

NZO.
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From A Short Trip, A Longer Journey
by Rick Richman
elow is the concluding portion oA Short Trip, A
B Longer Journey an account of discovery written by
_) Rick Richman. This article appeared in tewish
Press a subsequent version appeareih Voices of Conser-
vative/MasortiJudaism Fall 2010 issue. Mr. Richman chroni
cles his recent efforts to research his parentsiliesnHe used
the services of a private genealogical search semfitajning
very good results for both sides of his family. In his tuibe
author find maternal relatives who, like him, lived inlifdania
for years.
This excerpted piece is reprinted with permissiorCaf
Voices of Conservative/Masorti Judaism
When Jewish immigrants came to the
United States at the end of the 19th century
and the beginning of the 20¢h, largely they
left their pasts behind. Many, like my grand-
father Abraham, came without family, with
the memory of pogroms seared into their
souls, eager to assimilate into a new coun-
try. Many were anxious to leave their reli-
gion behind as well. Someone once said the
biggest graveyard for old tallises and tefillin
is the New York harbor.
The immigrants worked long hours as
hucksters, peddlers, schmatta salesmen, try-
ing to feed themselves and their families.
They had no family albums from the old
country. They were in a new land, trying
to become a new people. History was some-
thing they were trying to avoid, not remem-
ber.
A century later, many of their descendants
enjoy a prosperity they could not have imag-
ined. We enjoy political freedom unparal-
leled in Jewish history. Many are prabably
in the same situation as I was — not know-
ing much about their grandparents’ history
beyond their names and basic facts. Perhaps
they have some pictures, but not the stories
of their early lives.
Remembering is one of the command-
ments of Jewish life. It is what has helped
preserve the Jewish people. We probably
appreciate our grandparents’ stories more
as we get older, as we consider the lives we
enjoy in America and the sacrifices of those
who made it possible. If there is a way to
recapture some of their personal history —
which is our own personal history — it is a
mitzvah to try. (@

The Learning Never Ends...

NEW CONFERENCE IN SALT LAKE CITY,

February 10-12, 2011
Coming this February to Salt Lake City, Utah will Beot-
stech: A New Family History and Technology Conference
to Define the Future of Genealogyheld at the Salt Palace
Convention Center. As the title indicates, the focushaf
Conference will be the use of technology in genealogioal
suits.

It will be hosted by FamilySearch of The Church cfuse
Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mormons) and sponsorediby
cestry.com, Federation of Genealogical Societies JFGIS-
tional Genealogical Society (NGS), Brigham Young Uniigrs
Microsoft, Dell and the New England Historic Genealogical
Society. To learn more about this Conference, Visip://
www.rootstech.familysearch.org/

Many of you will be aware that the Mormons were rurst
mental is bringing a vast amount of Jewish recordiéqub-
lic. In fact, on the home page of their site,
www.familysearch.org there is a heading entitledewish
Family History Resources

VO3

ONTARIO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
CONFERENCE IN HAMILTON,

May 13-15, 2011
The Ontario Genealogical Society will be celebratitsg50"
anniversary at its forthcoming ConferenBgmembering Our
Past ...Projecting The Futurgwhich will be held at the Ham-
ilton Convention Centre next May 13-15. Registration opens
January. Jewish research is included among the Conéésenc
many topics. Please cheakvw.ogs.orgfor details.

VO3

NEXT IAJGS CONFERENCE
IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

August 14 to 19, 2011
The31* IAJGS International Conference on Jewish Geneal-
ogy will be taking place in Washington D.C. from, hostad
the Jewish Genealogy Society of Greater Washington
(JGSGW). The venue is the Grand Hyatt Washington.wA Je
ish Film Festival will be held during the Conferencenlie
registration is available. The deadline for submissionghis
Conference is January 15, 2011.

Be sure to checkvww.DC2011.org for details. On the
homepage of that site, click @rewish History in D.C. to be
connected to a fascinating historical website callesvish
Washington: Scrapbook of an American Community.

If you are able to attend any of these Conferenceasgle
consider sharing your experiences with your fellow Society
members. Send your reportssttemtov@jgstoronto.ca
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A Visit to the
Center for Jewish History, NY ———

by Judy Kasman &%mt:-:,

he Center for Jewish History, 15 West"1$treet, in the
I Chelsea district of Manhattan, appears from the outside
to be a gracious rowhouse. However, it is a deceptively
spacious building on four levels, home to the Americanskewi
Historical Society, the American Sephardi Federattbe Leo
Baeck Institute, the Yeshiva University Museum and YIVO
Institute for Jewish Research. As such, it holds sobatacol-
lections and runs a wide variety of interesting exhibjten-
sored by one or more of the partner organizations.

On a trip to the Center this past October, | witnesked
diversity of its holdings when | viewed the following exitsb —
Looking Back: The Jews of Morogcthe Art of the Book: De-  pogters for current exhibitions, The Scrapbooks of Molly
sign and lllustration(book jackets designed by German Jews in Picon, and Home Movies of American Jewish Visitors to
the early to mid- 1900sRages from a Performing Life: The 1930s Poland
Scrapbooks of Molly PicomndChaim Grade: Out of the Ru-
ins. There were several more exhibits on display attime

| also had occasion to visit the Center's Ackman & Zi
Genealogical Institute where there is a genealogidatarce

YesHiva Un |%f'r Y MUSEUM

library equipped with computers with ready access to numerous 4 CURRENT ExwisiTiONS
family history databases; staff and volunteers amglae to =
provide assistance. Beyond this room, there is the twas 1T
storey Lillian Goldman Reading Room filled with reference ﬂ

books and a multitude of archival material which can be a
cessed for viewing and serious research.

If you go towww.cjh.org you can no only learn all about
this Museum, and also you can also benefit a greatfaeal
the online resources available to genealogists. Ufgfiwk on
Electronic Resourcesnd thenFree Resourcesyou will see a
long list of databases that you can explore. In addition,can
selectFact Sheetsthere are 42 Fact Sheets arranged in 6 cate-
gories of research. There literally is something forfaanily
researchers!

The Center for Jewish History certainly proves ¢owwmrth
a visit, whether it be online or in person!

\ SRENER

Photos by Sheldon Kasman

This Research Card, bearing a picture of the
spacious 2-storey reference library, is issued to those
wishing to delve into books and other archival
material in the Reading Room.
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Missing Links

have been trying unsuccessfully to research infoomdtr

my great grandfather. He was a resident of Torontm fr

about 1903 to 1914 when he died. His name was Max
Marx or Marc) Eisen, married to Clara Reiss Eiséejrtchil-
dren: Rose, David, Samuel, Belle, Murray, Robert, Afna,
Renie Beckie (Rebecca), Gertrude (Gussie), Isaac.

From Clara’s border crossing records, | have beea bl
determine three addresses in Toronto: 102 Baldwin S#J-70
bert St., and 671 Centre St. They might have lived Vg t
son-in-law, Hyman Krieger. Max was a grocer and a Hebr
teacher.

I am not able to locate any other information suclsibs
lings or parents, and | do not have Max’s picture, nor laave
burial information or an obituary. Any information yowaynbe
able to supply would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
Vicki S. Frank

piotert
Do you have any records on my Jewish grandfather’s san; J
Pierre Schachter? Is he still living at 186 Berkshirngé)ri_on-
don, Ontario, married to Judith with two grandchildren, Fhe
dore and Michael?

Thanks. Please reply.

New National Museum of
Jewish History

Opens in Philadelphia

(or by Judy Kasman

The Grand Opening of this 100,000 sqg. ft. museum took place
over November 12th-14th, 2010 with performances by such
entertainers as Jerry Seinfeld, Barbra Streisand artd Bid-

ler and an address by keynote speaker, American Vice- Presi
dent Joe Biden. The official opening to the public waflon
vember 28.

The original Museum, opened in 1976, the year of Philadel-
phia’s bicentennial, was housed in a 270 year-old Philadelphia
synagogue, and displayed only 40 objects. The new 5-storey
Museum, built at a cost of $150 million dollars, is located i
Philadelphia’s historic district. It is affiliated thi the Smith-
sonian Institution and holds over 1,000 artifacts coveslig
aspects of American Jewish history. The Museum’s migsion
“to explore 350 years of Jewish life in the U.S., andhlijit
themes of freedom, civil rights, prejudice and assitith”.

The Museum has interactive exhibits and displays suitred f
o all age groups.

Visit www.nmjadh.orgor more about this new building.

e

Mark Haralambos, London, England

piotert
I live in a little community north of Vancouver B@lted Pen-

der Harbour. My Yochlowitz grandparents were from Pdlaf

When my Dad immigrated to Canada, | | think he carom fr
Brussels to New York with his Dad, Joseph Yochlowitnbp-
bly in the 1930s.

I know that my grandfather started his business withrseh
& buggy, collecting recyclable merchandise & then opene
business on Main St. in Vancouver called ABC Salvage. T
company is still successfully being run by his brotheaiwify
in Burnaby BC & as far as | know has the same name.

| am interested in finding out about the Yochlowitz ilgm
in Europe (Brussels/Poland).
Brenda Scoular

iotert
If any readers have information to share with the vgitef
these letters, please write to shemtov@jgstoronto.ca.

Nazi-Looted Art Objects

In October, the Claims Conference announced that tisege i

) new central database for searching objects of arédoby the

f A\lazis during World War 1l from French and Belgian Jewk.

1S estimated that about 20,000 objects had been stolent abo
10,000 remain unrestituted. The websiteyw.errproject.org/
jeudepaumeis a project of the Claims Conference with techni-
cal support from the United States Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum in Washington DC. The searches may be done by the
name of the artist, the owner, or the item.

VO3

On November 17, an oil painting by Jan Brueghel the Younger
(1601-1678) entitled\llegory ofEarth and Waterwas handed
over to Montreal's Concordia University by The Nethads.

Who Do You Think You Are?

This popular television series returns to the air on algnu
21, 2011. Stay tuned to find out which American notable
will be featured in search of their family histories!

Originally owned by German-born art dealer Dr. Max Stern
(Ph.D. in art history), the painting was stolen by Nazis dur-
ing WWII. The University is the beneficiary of thestite of
Max Stern. Seéittp://maxsternproject.concordia.fer more
information about the life of Max Stern and the artingsbn

project at Concordia

S
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EVERYONE HAS A STORY!
LAST CALL TO TELL YOURS

TR
LN

IF YOU DON'T...... WHO WILL?
WE'LL HELP YOU WRITE YOUR SUBMISSION

FOR JGS TORONTO’S “ANNIVERSARY BOOK”.
Please contact Harvey Glasner at president@jgstoronto.ca by December 31, 2010.

12 December 2010 Shem Tov




