Jewish Genealogy Bibliography

A Selection of Books from our collection

*  Books marked with an asterisk are in the Jewish Genealogical Society of Canada (Toronto)’s collection in the Canadiana Room at the North York Library on Yonge St.  

A: How-To Books on Jewish Genealogy

Do People Grow On Family Trees? Genealogy for Kids and Other Beginners
Ira Wolfman. 

(NY: Workman Publishing 1991) The Official Ellis Island Handbook.

*Finding Our Fathers--A Guidebook to Jewish Genealogy

Dan Rottenberg

(Rev. Ed. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1995).

*Finding Your Jewish Roots in Galicia:  A Resource Guide

Suzan F. Wynn

(Teaneck NJ: Avotaynu Inc, 1998)

Following the Paper Trail: A Multilingual Translation Guide

Jonathan D. Shea and William F. Hoffman.  

(Teaneck, NJ: Avotaynu Inc, 1994)

Genealogical translation help for 13 languages, including Romanian, Czech, Polish, Russian, Hungarian and Lithuanian.

*From Generation to Generation: How to Trace Your Jewish Genealogy and Personal History
Arthur Kurzweil 

(Rev Ed. New York: HarperCollins, 1994).

*In Search of Your European Roots; In Search of Your British & Irish Roots; In Search of Your German Roots  (3 books)

Angus Baxter  

(Genealogical Pub Co, 1994)

Jewish Genealogy Beginner's Guide

Irene Saunders Goldstein, ed.,

(Washington DC: JGS of Greater Washington, 1991).

My Jewish Roots: A Practical Guide to Tracing Your Genealogy and Family History

David Kranzler

(NY:  Sepher-Hermon Press,1979)

*Translation Guide to 19th Century Polish Language Civil Registration Documents

Judith Frazin

(Jewish Genealogical Society of Illinois, 1989)

B: To Search for Names

A Dictionary of Jewish Names and Their Histories

Benzion Kaganoff 

(New Jersey:  Jason Aronson, Inc, 1996). 

*A Dictionary of Jewish Surnames from the Russian Empire

Alexander Beider 

(Teaneck,  NJ: Avotaynu Inc, 1993). 

Compilation of 50,000 names.

*A Dictionary of Jewish Surnames from the Kingdom of Poland

Alexander Beider

(Teaneck,  NJ: Avotaynu Inc, 1996). 

Compilation of 32,000 names.

*Eliyahu’s Branches:  The Descendants of the Vilna Gaon and His Family

Chaim Freedman

(Teaneck, NJ:  Avotaynu Inc. 1997)

*First American Jewish Families

Rabbi Malcolm M. Stern 

(Baltimore: Ottenheimer Publishers, 1991). 

Genealogy of Jewish families settled in America before 1840.

Jewish and Hebrew Onomastics: A Bibliography 

Robert Singerman 

(New York and London: Garland, 1977).
A subject-organized list of nearly 1,200 books and articles on various aspects of Jewish names

Jewish Family Names and their Origins: An Etymological Dictionary  

Heinrich W. and Eva H. Guggenheimer  

(Hoboken, NJ: Ktav, 1992)

.

*Jewish Personal Names, Their Origin, Derivation and Diminutive Forms

Shmuel Gorr

(Teaneck, NJ: Avotaynu, 1992)

Morton Allen Directory of European Passenger Steamship Arrivals.

(Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1987)

Russian Consular Records Index and Guide
Sallyann Amdur Sack and Susan Wynne

(NY: Garland Publishing Co., 1987)

An index to names in the 250,000 case files from former Czarist Consular offices in the US 1860-1924

Russian-Jewish Given Names: Their Origins and Variants  

Boris Feldblyum   

(Teaneck,  NJ: Avotaynu Inc.)

Sefer Haprenumerantin

Berl Kagan

(NY: Ktav Publishers, 1975)

Hebrew subscription lists for 8,767 communities in Europe and North Africa, 18th-20th C; 350,000 names – in Hebrew; index to towns in English

Sourcebook For Jewish Genealogies and Family Histories

David S. Zubatsky and Irwin M. Berent 

(Teaneck, NJ:  Avotaynu Inc, 1996). 

A bibliography of published and unpublished Jewish genealogies, family histories, and

individual family names compiled from books, newspaper and journal articles, Jewish encyclopedia entries, family papers, and family trees.

*The Unbroken Chain: Biographical Sketches and the Genealogy of Illustrious

                    Jewish families from the 15th-2Oth Century  

Neil Rosenstein

(Computer Center for Jewish Genealogy, 1990). 

Encyclopedias;

   `The Jewish Encyclopedia'  12 volumes (1906)

   `Encyclopedia Judaica'  16 volumes and supplements(1972-1975)

   `Encyclopedia Judaica' (German) completed only thru letter L (1936)

   `Universal Jewish Encyclopedia' 12 volumes (1941)

C: To Search for Places

A Historical Atlas of the Jewish People (From the Time of the Patriarchs to the Present) 

General Editor Eli Barnavi,  English Edition Editor Miriam Eliav-Feldon. 

(New-York. Schocken Books)

Jewish History Atlas

Martin Gilbert 

(NY: Macmillan, 1969)

Jewish Roots in Poland: Pages from the Past and Archival Inventories

Miriam Weiner

(Routes to Roots, 1997)

Lithuanian Jewish Communities

Nancy & Stuart Schoenburg 

(NY: Garland Publishing Co., 1991)

Shtetl Finder Gazetteer

Chester G. Cohen

(Bowie, MD: Heritage Books, 1989)

*Where Once We Walked; A Guide to Jewish Communities Destroyed in the Holocaust

Gary Mokotoff & Sallyann Amdur Sack

(Teaneck, NJ: Avotaynu Inc, 1991) 

Gazetteer or 21,000 Central and East European localities, arranged alphabetically and phonetically. Lists alternate names, gives latitude/longitude and cites as many as 40 books that reference each town.

D: Books on Resources

Archives & Manuscript Repositories in the USSR

Patricia Grimstead

A Guide to Jewish Genealogical Research in Israel

Sallyann Amdur Sack and the Israel Genealogical Society

(Rev Ed. Teaneck, NJ: Avotaynu Inc. 1995)

Jewish Vital Records, Revision Lists and Other Jewish Holdings in the Lithuanian Archives

Harold Rhode and Sallyann Amdur Sack

(Teaneck, NJ: Avotaynu Inc)

Library Resource for German-Jewish Genealogy

Angelika G. Ellmann-Kruger with Edward David Luft

(Teaneck, NJ: Avotaynu Inc)

*Some Archival Sources for Ukrainian-Jewish Genealogy

Aleksander Kronik and Sallyann Amdur Sack

(Teaneck, NJ: Avotaynu Inc)

E: Books on the Holocaust

Anthology of Holocaust Literature

J. Glatstein, L. Knox and S. Margoshes

Atlas of the Holocaust

Martin Gilbert 

(William Morrow & Co, 1993)

The Destruction of the European Jews

Raul Hilberg 

(Holmes & Meier Publishing Co, 1985)

From a Ruined Garden: The Memorial Books of Polish Jewry

Revised & Expanded, edited and translated by Jack Kugelmass and Jonathan Boyarin 

(Indiana University Press, 1998). 

Contains a "Bibliography of Eastern European Memorial (Yizkor) Books" compiled by Zachary M. Baker.

NOTE:  A partial list to all Yizkor books available in Toronto and Montreal and Winnipeg complete with call numbers is available to members at JGS meetings. (There are over 400 yizkor books available in this area covering more than 900 localities).

*Gedenkbuch (2 volumes) 

(Bundesarchiv, the International Tracing Service and Yad Vashem, Koblenz, 1987). 

Lists 128,000 Jewish victims of Nazi Germany.  It's in German, but reading names should be no problem. Cites last place of residence, date of birth, date of death and circumstance of death, if known).  E-mail <gedenk@mail. jewishgen.org> for InfoFile with translation of essential pages.

The Holocaust:  A History of the Jews During the Second World War

Martin Gilbert 

(Henry Holt, 1987)

*How to Document Victims and Locate Survivors of the Holocaust

Gary Mokotoff 

(Teaneck,  NJ: Avotaynu Inc. 1995). 

Memorial to the Jews Deported from France

Serge Klarsfeld, 

1983

Lists 70,000 Jews deported from France to concentration camps.  Gives name, birth date and place.

Out of the Whirlwind: A Reader of Holocaust Literature

Alfred H. Friedlander (ed.)

*Theresienstadter Gedenkbuch

(Edition Theresienstadter Initiative, Prague, 2000)


A list of 42,124 German Jews who were deported to Theresisnstadt.

Totenbuch Theriesienstadt

List of about 16,000 Jews from Vienna who were deported to Theresienstadt and eastward

Vilniaus Getas (Vilnius Ghetto): Lists of Prisoners (2 volumes)

Jewish State Museum of Lithuania 

1998

F:  Books on Canada

*A Biographical Dictionary of Canadian Jewry:  1909-1914 

Lawrence Tapper

(Teaneck, New Jersey: Avotaynu, Inc., 1992)

*The Bronfman Dynasty

Peter C. Newman 

A Coat of Many Colours: Two Centuries of Jewish Life in Canada 

Irving Abella

Toronto: Lester & Orpen Dennys Limited. 1990

*The Encyclopedia of Jewish Genealogy, Vol. 1 

Arthur Kurzweil and Miriam Weiner. 

(NY: Jason Aronson Pub., 1991)

Sources in US and Canada. 

From our Lives 

Members of the Baycrest Terrace Memoirs Group,

(Toronto:  Mosaic Press, 1979).

Growing Up Jewish: Canadians Tell Their Own Stories

Ed. by Rosalie Sharp, Irving Abella and Edwin Goodman 

(Toronto:  McClelland & Stewart, 1997).
History of the Jews in Canada: From the Earliest Beginning to the Present Day. 

Benjamin G. Sack

(Montreal: Canadian Jewish Congress, 1945, 1st Edition) 

Early classic history  of the Jews of Canada.

In Search of Your Canadian Roots

Angus Baxter

Jewish Experiences in Early Manitoba.

Arthur Chiel

(Winnipeg:  Manitoba Jewish Publications, 1955)

Jewish Life in Canada. 

William Kurelek and Abraham Arnold

(Edmonton: Hurtig Publishers, 1976) 

Paintings and commentary by Kurelek and an historical essay by Arnold.

Jews of Atlantic Canada. 

Sheva Medjuck

(St. John's, Newfoundland: Breakwater Books Ltd., 1986)

The Jews of Toronto

Dr. Stephen A. Speisman

(Toronto:  McClelland & Stewart, 1979)

*Journey into our Heritage

Harry Gutkin

(Story of the Jewish People in Western Canada)

None Is Too Many: Canada and the Jews of Europe 1933-1948
Irving Abella and Harold Troper. 

(Toronto: Lester & Orpen Dennys Limited, 1982). 

Canada's tragic record on admitting refugees.

*Search Out The Land: The Jews and the Growth of Equality in British Colonial America, 1740-1867

Sheldon and Judith Godfrey

(Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen's University Press, 1995).

A Selected List of Jewish Genealogical Resources at the Robarts Library

*A Biographical Dictionary of Canadian Jewry 1901 – 1914 (From the Canadian Jewish Times)

Compiled, edited and abstracted by Lawrence F. Tapper

(Teaneck, NJ: Avotaynu, 1992)

Taking Root: The Origins of the Canadian Jewish Community

Gerald Tulchinsky

(Toronto, Lester Publishing Limited, 1992).
Who’s Who in Canadian Jewry 

Eli Gottesman (Ed).. 

(Ottawa: Canadian Jewish Literary Foundation, 1965)

G:  Books on Genealogy & the Internet

Genealogy Online: Researching Your Roots 

Elizabeth Powell Crowe 

(Computing McGraw-Hill, 1997)  

Genealogy Online for Dummies 

Matthew L and April Leigh Helm 

(IDG Books Worldwide, 1998)  (also available as a CD)

Genealogy Via the Internet: Tracing Your Family Roots Quickly & Easily 

Ralph Roberts

(Alexander Books, 1997)  

Netting Your Ancestors: Genealogical Research on the Internet 

Cyndi Howells

(Genealogical Pub Co., 1997)  

Virtual Roots:  A Guide to Genealogy and Local History on the World Wide Web 

Thomas Jay Kemp

(Scholarly Resources, 1997)  

H: InterLibrary Loans (ILL)

If a book is not part of your public library's collection, you can usually obtain it through an interlibrary loan. Your librarian can tell you how to submit an interlibrary loan request. The publications will be obtained from another library and forwarded to your library, usually in two weeks or less. Policies about interlibrary loans vary from one library to another. 

