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	Index of Jews in Newfoundland and Labrador
 
This listing gives a few of the early sources for establishing the identities of Jews in Newfoundland and Labrador and summarizes some basic information about each family. City directories, official census records, and papers from the synagogue are some of the sources used in compiling this list, but the list is by no means exhaustive.  Sometimes the information taken from the 1921, 1935 and 1945 censuses is contradictory, possibly because of difficulty with the handwriting, changes of first names or spellings of last names, or language problems between those collecting the material and those being listed. Sometimes Jewish is listed as the religion, sometimes as nationality or ethnic origin. The information given here is not reliable—it is intended merely as a starting place. The presence of a name on a memorial plaque does not mean the person resided in Newfoundland. Immigrants often had nowhere else to commemorate the loss of relatives, so a 1939 to 1945 death date usually indicates a Holocaust victim.  
 
Alexander
 
Alexander, Isaac, (died Nov. 4, 1942,  Beth El Memorial Plaque.) Alexander, L.  16 Exeter Ave., 1975-6 Beth El directory. Alexander, Malkah (Died Nov. 4th, 1942,  Beth El Memorial Plaque.)
 
Leon and Edja Kohn Alexander came to St. John’s in 1954, from Poland via Montreal , and established Leon Alexander Dry Goods store on Water Street.  Their parents and other relatives had died in the Holocaust.  The Alexanders raised two children in Newfoundland, David and Frances, and moved to Toronto in 1985. 
 
Banikhin
 
Banikhin, Froim (Frank).  B. Oct. 20th, 1888, Gaisin-Podeolski, Ukraine, immigrated to Canada 1907, to Nfld 1917,  d. St. John’s May 30th, 19 70. (Khan); Banikhin, Clara Monastersky.  Born Russia, 1854, emigrated to Nfld 1925, died St. John’s 1927. (Khan); Banikhin, Cyril.  b. St. John’s 1929, died B.C.(Khan); Banikhin, David, b. Russia 1900, emigrated to Nfld 1925, lived in Deer Lake for app. 35 years, died in Montreal 1961. Had four childen in Nfld who all moved away.  (Khan).
 
Froim Banikhin via the Northwest Territories in 1910
 
By 1945, David and Minnie Banikin were living in Deer Lake withtheir three children, Louise, Lorraine and Harry.
 
Barban
 
Andreas Barban arrived in St. John’s from Germany via Singapore in August of 1947.  His wife Betty and son Gregory followed shortly after.  Andreas was a classical musician, betty a photographer.  The family was sponsored by Esther Wilansky and her son Maurice. Andreas established aprivate music studio, taught music appreciation classes, did radio lectures, composed and performed music for the London Players, performed and taught widely, and was one of the first conductors of the Newfoundland Symphony Orchestra.  Gregory was a prize-winning musician also, but chose instead to train and practice as an opthalmic surgeon.  He now lives in the U.S.   Both Andreas and Betty’s parents survived the war and eventually settled with them in St. John’s.
 
Bell
 
The Bell family came from Poland, according to the 1935 census for St. John’s East.  Burt was a manufacturer of soap and John was a poultry man.  Enna was said to be 45 years old, and Rosie, at fifteen, was at school.  They lived in Portugal Cove.  By 1945, Bert is manufacturing confectionary, and has a wife, Dorothy, from Bonavista North.  There is an 18 year old Mayonie Bell, a housewife, and an unnamed newborn infant, and Enna is now Eska and twenty years older than she was ten years earlier.  John has a grocery truck.
 
Berend
 
Bella Berend came to St. John’s as Rabbi from Hungary via the United States in 1948.  He was to e joined by his wife and daughter who were still in Hungary, but it is unclear if they came or how long they stayed.
 
Berger
 
Berger, Baruch Bendet.  (Died June 19, 1942,  Beth El Memorial Plaque)
 
Blumenthal
 
Blumenthal, H. manager of the United States Picture and Portrait Company, Water Street East, (1894-7 city Directory); Blumenthal, Ab, of Nfld. Furnishing Co.  h. 134 Duckworth (1898 directory); Blumenthal, Louis, of Nfld. Furnishing Co., h. 134 Duckworth (1898 Directory)
 
According to various Court depositions, C and A Blumenthal are listed as members of a firm doing regular business in St.John’s in 1897.  C and A.L. Blumenthal were trying to set up a business in Sound Island at the time.  A Miss Blumenthal later worked for the Gittlesons and Millers, who bought the company.  They were observant Jews who held regular services, the first in Newfoundland.  They left when the sold their businesses.  It is possible that the man listed variously as A., A.L., and Ab. was Abraham Blumenthal, later an alderman in  Montreal prior to 1914.  An H. Blumenthal who sold “fancy goods,” was part of the Basron de Hirsch Congregation in Halifax.  
 
Brenner
 
Harry Brenner, a German immigrant, was listed as a store keeper in the 1935 census for Corner Brook, Humber. In the 1945 census, he has a Jewish wife, Libby, born in Canada.
 
Brown
 
Brown, Haiman; 31; Russia; came to Newfoundland in 1905; according to the 1921 census for St. John’s East.  His wife was Alberta, son Ralph, were both listed as Church of England at that time.  By the time of the 1935 census, the family had expanded to include Sylvia, Lillian and Maxwell, all of whom where identified as Jewish although the mother is still Church of England. The 1935 census lists Brown, Max, 60, Russian, arrived in NL in 1909, a labourer for a general store.  By 1945, Ralph is living on Bell Island and identifies himself as Jewish, and a “General Dealer Mining.”  His wife is Florence, a Roman Catholic from Harbour main.   The older Maxwell, by then 72, is retired and living on Bell Island also. Norman Cohen (in Khan) refers to Max Brown, an older man whose wife had left him, so he moved in with the Cohens.  By 1945, a Herman Brown, a 60 year old Russian, is listed s a merchant on Lemarchant Rd. in St. John’s.
 
Burnstein
 
Burnstein, Joseph.  Taylor, 365 Water St. h. ditto. (1913 Directory, ad says established 1902).
 
Joseph Burnstein was brought to St. John’s in the 1890s  to help set up machinery for one of the clothing factories and returned as a permanent resident with his son Charles after he was either divorced or widowed.  He married Helen Ezekiel, whose family had by then been assimilated, and had ten children, all of whom were baptized but some who identified as Jews.  Several of his daughters went to the United States, converted formally to Judaism and married.  
 
Carigal
 
Coen (see also Kolonel and Cohen)
 
Harry Coen came from Russia in 1917, Ida came from the United States in 1932.  They had a daughter, Elaine, born in Newfoundland and ran a shoe store on Springdale Street.  By 1945 they are in Windsor, Grand Falls district and there are two more children, Irving born in St. John’s and Helen born in Grand Falls.
 
Cohen (see also Kolonel and Coen)
 
Cohen, David.  (Died Nov. 4, 1942,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Cohen, David.  (Died Aug. 17, 1972,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Cohen Freda.  (Died Nov. 4th, 1942,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Cohen, Lottie.  (Died June 17, 1961,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Cohen, Nathan.  (Died March 28, 1977,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Cohen, R. 1 Dover Place  1975-6 Beth El directory.; Cohen, Ruth Lillian.  (Died Oct. 15, 1965,  Beth El Memorial Plaque).
 
Arthur (Kolonel) Cohen, son of Simon Kolonel Cohen, was born in London, England, and came to Newfoundland via New Haven.  He was a partner in S. Cohen and Sons, Grand Falls, manager of Western Furniture and Variety Store, Corner Brook, 
 
Cooper
 
Cooper, Molly; 20, Russia; 1920; Saleswoman, S. Cohen, 1921 census for Grand Falls Station, Grand Falls, Twillingate.
 
Leon Cooper, a Holocaust survivor, came to Happy Valley, Labrdor in the early 1950s from Montreal wherehe was joined by his wife and daughter.  He established a store, hotel and taxi service and became the first mayor of the town.  
 
Davidson
 
Harold Davidson, a medical doctor, came from the U.S. in 1935 according the the Badger, Grand Falls, Twillingate census for 1935.  He was likely at the Twillingate Hospital.
 
Dubow
 
Bernard Dubow (sometimes spelled Dubov) came from Poland in 1924 as a merchant.  His wife Ruth was born in the U.S. and arrived in 1931.  They had at least two children born in Newfoundland, Ruth and Herman.
 
Dvorkin
 
Rev. I. Dvorkin came from Russia, via England, in 1934 to be “Minister of the Jewish Church” according to the 1935 census.  His wife Rachel joined him the following year and their daughter Miriam was born in Newfoundland.
 
Epstein
 
Epstein, C. 41 Carpasian Rd. 1975-6  Beth El directory.  (Celia?  Died  July 5, 1980,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Epstein, Isdor.  (Died Feb. 9th, 1957,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Epstein, J. 35 Downing St. 1975-6 Beth El directory; Epstein, Maurice.  (Died Jan. 1st, 1963,  Beth El Memorial Plaque)
 
Albert Epstein’s wife and children in Bishop’s Falls, Grand Falls are listed as Presbyterian.
 
Ershler
 
Ershler, Rev. E.B. of Hebrew Benevolent Society h. 10 Barnes Rd. (1915 Directory); Ershler, Louis.  acct. S.B. Kesner, bds 10 barnes Rd. (1915 Directory)
 
Rev. Elias Beryl Ershler was born in Milwalkee, U.S., studied in Jerusalem and came with his wife and children to Newfoundland where a number of other children were born.  His son Louis married a local girl but the marriage did not last and he left his family to move to the U.S. with his father.  Rabbi Ershler became quite well known in North Carolina.  Louis remarried and established a large Jewish family, while his family in Newfoundland were completely assimilated.
 
Ezekiel
 
 
 
Feder
 
Augustus Feder, 42, salesman, came to Newfoundland from Russia in 1909, according to the Corner Brook, Humber census for 1935.  His wife Grace and children Ruby and Harold were members of the United Church.  David Fesder gave his place of birth as Lithuania, his wife Sadie was born in the United States of Polish origin, while children Frieda, Herb and Aaron were born in Newfoundland.  By 1945, David and Sadie were living and working in Jersey Side, Placentia Bay.  Augustus, and his wife Grace were living in Stephenville.  Grace is identified as United Church, but Harold and Ruby are identified as Jewish.
 
Feldman
 
Feldman, N.  (Sharon and Mark?)  4 Ottawa St. 1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Ferman
 
Ferman, L.  21 Cornwall Heights,  1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Flomen
 
Flomen, M. (Landa & Stephen?)  10 Rostellen Place.   1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Freed
 
Albert and Ruth Freed, born in Poland, came to Newfoundland in 1930 where Albert ran a dry goods buisiness.  Children Esther and Marline were born in Newfoundland, according to the 1935 census, but in the 1945 one there are three children, Ester, Marlin (sic), and Shirley are probably incorrectly identified as having been born in Poland.
 
Freid
 
Gerald A. Freid is misidentified as Dreid in the 1945 census.  Both Gerald and his wife were Canadians.  Mary was a Roman Catholic and their chidren were also, although their son, Melvin, was named in the synagogue by a Reform Rabbi.  Mel died on the Ocean Ranger.
 
Frehlick
 
Frehlick, Joseph.    Cutter, I.F. Perlin and Co. bds. 65 Prescott St. (1913 Directory) Cutter, British Clothing Co., h. 117 Bond St. (1915 Directory); Frehlick, Samuel,  Factory Manager, I.F. Perlin and Co, h. 65 Prescott St. (1913 Directory) 59 Prescott St. (1915 Directory),  manager, British Clothing, h. 59 Prescott St. (1915 Directory).  
 
According to the 1921 census, Sam Frelich was born in Poland circa 1875, came to Newfoundland in 1895, was a tailor at the Semi Ready Factory.  His wife, Mary, was from Spaniard’s Bay, a Roman Catholic.  They had a daughter Sadie, a son Myer, and a daughter Eileen, all Catholic.   Sam and Joe were brothers. Myer, also known as Michael or Mickey, married a Roman Catholic.  
 
Fromm 
 
Fromm, Rev. J.  115C Forest Rd., Apt. 311,  1975-6 Beth El directory.  Fromm, Joan.  
 
Gittleson
 
Gittleson, Elias.G. of U.S. Picture and Portrait Co., h. Water St. (1898 Directory)  h. 72 Lemarchant Rd. (19 13 Direcory) mngr.  (1915 Directory);Gittleson, Henry, h. Water St. (1898 Directory)  sect bds. 72 Lemarchant Rd.  (1913 and 1915 Direcory). 
 
The Gittlesons were Polish Jews who came to St. John’s from Halifax in 1897.  Elias Gittleson worked for and then purchased the U.S. Picture and Portrait Company which had been founded by the Blumenthal bothers, along with Charles Miller who became brother-in-law to Elias.  When Miller, by then a widower, was drowned during the wreck of the Florizel, Elias and Minnie Miller Gittleson took over raising the two Miller boys, Bernard and Leonard. Elias and Minnie had four children, David, Gertrude, Edgar, and Yvette. Henry, Elias’s brother, eventually worked for the company as a secretary.  His wife, also called Minnie, was from Portland, Maine.  They had at least one daughter, Marion. There are no Gittlesons listed in the 1935 census and it is thought that they moved to the United States.
 
 
Glick
 
The 1935 census lists Benjamin and Manya Glick, a young immigrant couple, living at Bell Island Mines.  Benny came from Poland in 1935, Manuya from Latvia in 1935.  By 1945, the name is spelled Mania.  Benny Glick was later said to have been on the jury of the Sirhan Sirhan trial in the U.S.
 
Glotsky
 
Leonard and Rae Glotsky, both of Poland, appear in the 1945 census for Badger, Grand Falls.  Leonard is a Merchant in dry goods, and they have a don David, born in Grand Falls.
 
Goldstone
 
Goldstone, Harry of I Goldstone and Son, Bell Island Mines (1915 Directory); Goldstone, Israel, prop. American Bargain Stores, Bell Island Mines, (1915 Directory) merchant Bell Island, h. 54 Prescott St. (1915 Directory); Goldstone, Joseph, clerk, American Bargain Stores, Bell Island Mines (1915 Directory) Goldstone, Joe, 21, Utica, New York, 1899, salesman Dry Goods, 1921 census for Burin, North, Burin.
 
Israel Goldstone came to Newfoundland in 1898 from Utica, New York, where he had been a baker.  His family soon joined him and he set up business, first in Bell Island and then in St. John’s.  He and his wife Ida had eleven children. Israel moved back to New York in the late 1920s, but he maintained contact with the island and several of his children stayed on.  Sadie Goldstone married David Feder (it was at her home in St. John’s that Israel died) and Minnie married Sam Levitz.  Joe and Harris owned and ran the London, New York and Paris Association of Fashion until their retirement in 1973.  Joe Goldstone is one of only three Jewish businessmen to have a street named for him in St. John’s.  His wife May was Church of England, as were his children Renee and William. 
is wife Mary and their children, HIs wife
 
Gordon
 
Gordon, Morris, 23 years old of Poland, a shopkeeper in dry goods, came to Newfoundland from Poland in 1930, according to the 1935 census for Corner Brook, Humber.  By 1945 he had a Lithuanian wife, Loretta, and daughters Ida and Dorothy.
 
Green
 
Dr. John Green and his wife Roslyn both list themselves as of Hebrew origin in the Buchans, Grand Falls census for 1945.  John was born in Canada and his wife in Grand Falls.
 
Greene
 
The 1921 census for St. John’s East  lists Greene, M.E.; 31; (born) Dublin, Ireland, (arrived NL) 1912, accountant I.F. Perlin and Co.   
 
Grobin
 
Dr., Wulf Grobin, from Latvia, and his wife Fay and son Michael from England, came to Newfoundland to practice medicine prior to 1945.  He served in small outports until his son needed to go to school, when they moved in to St. John’s.  The family moved on to Toronto in 1957 but maintained ties with the Jewish community on the island.
 
Gross
 
David Gross came from Romania via Canada, according to the 1935 census for Badger, Grand Falls, Twillingate.  He was a store merchant.  His wife was Goldie, also Romanian, and their children Gertrude, Harold and Abigail were born in Newfoundland.  By 1945 they have (a daughter?) Leslie also.
 
Jochelman
 
Jochelman, H. 20 Laughlin Cresc, 1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Halpert
 
Henry Halpert came from Poland in 1921.  His wife Bertha  was a sister of Joseph Burnstein.  Children were Ida, Rachel, Charles, Helen, and Cecil, all but Ida born in Newfoundland.  In the 1960s, Dr. Herbert Halpert (no relation to the previous family) joined the Folklore Department at Memorial, having been posted in Newfoundland during the Second World War.
 
Horowitz
 
Horowitz, Dora, (d. March 15, 1931, Beth El Memorial Plaque)
 
Irving
 
Moses Irving was an American, posted at the Coast Guard Base in Twillingate in 1945.
 
Jacobson
 
David Jacobson was an American, posted at the Coast Guard Base in Twillingate.
 
Josephson
 
Joseph Josephson, a medical doctor born in Canada, was resident in Newfoundland in 1945.  There were also Josephsons in the Lebanese community in Newfoundland.
 
Kantorowitz
 
Kantorowitz, K. (Ken and Lisa?), 23APine Bud Ave.  1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Kantorowitz, M.(Mortie and Rosalie?) 21 Gambier St.,  1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Kaplow
 
The 1935 census for Corner Brook  lists Confectioner Earnest and Minnie Kaplow from Poland, arriving in Newfoundland in 1925 and 1929 respectively, with four children, Bella born in Poland, and Leonard, Marie and Sheppard born in Newfoundland.  Leo and Molly Kaplow, and their children Goldia and Howard, appear in the 1945 census for Humber, but an arrival date is not given.  Leo was a dry goods merchant from Poland, Molly from Ruyssia, Goldia was born in Palestine and Howard in Newfoundland. Leo’s brother Bernard eventually joined them (Khan).
 
 
Katz
 
Three probably unrelated Jewish Katzes are thought to have been in Newfoundland.  Rabbi Max Katz came in 1937 and was soon joined by his wife and two sons.  They lived on Henry Street for several years.  An unidentified Miss Katz of New York, an artist, was said to have paid repeated visits to Newfoundland to paint in the 1930s.  Finally, Mrs. Claey-Katz had a shoe store
 
Kelman
 
Rev. Joseph and Bella Kelman came from England to serve the Jewish community in Newfoundland from 1928 to 30.  One son was born in Newfoundland.
 
Kesner
 
Kesner, Simon B., of Canadian Iron and Metal Co., 17 Water St. and White Shoe Store, 304 Water St. h. ditto. (1915 Directory)]
 
 
Kipnis
 
Kipnis, Esther,1975-6 Beth El directory; Kipnis, Norman. 60 Portugal Cove Rd.,  1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Norman Kipnes, a mining engineer,  was born in Montreal andcame with his family to Newfoundland via Mexico and Colorado in 1965.  His son Evan is currently a member of the local Jewish congregation.
 
Kolonel (see also Cohen)
 
Kolonel, Michael.  (Died Oct. 0, 1946,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Kolonel, Simon.  (Died Dec. 31st, 1957, Beth El Memorial Plaque).
 
Simon Kolonel (Cohen) was the son of Norman Kolonel and Ruth Cohen, educated at Polusk, Russia, and began a business at Corbonear in 1919 with his sons, later opening branches at Corner Brook and Deer Lake in 1923 and Grand Falls in 1926.  His wife was Ida Meltzer, children Charles, Arthur, Michael, Annette, Jack, Maurice and Norma.
 
Krakovsky
 
In 1945, Albert J. Krakovsky, a clothing merchant from Russia, was living in Stephenville.
 
Krystal
 
Joseph Krystal, according to the 1935 census, came from Poland to Newfoundland in 1925 to work as a cutter in the tailoring business.
 
Kurtin
 
Eli Kurtin, a 53 year old peddler from Russia, is listed in the 1945 census for Windsor, Grand Falls.
 
Lavin
 
Ben Lavin, an American citizen, came to Newfoundland from Poland via England to manage the laundry a  the Glynmill Inn, according to the Corner Brook, Humber census of 1935.
 
Levi
 
The Family of Simon Levi came to Newfoundland from Plymouth in the 1770s and assimilated by 1820.
 
Levine
 
Isadore Levine, a merchant in dry good, came to Newfoundland from Poland in 1922, according to the Corner Brook, Humber census of 1935.  By 1945, he has been joined by a wife, also Polish, Sada (Sadie?) and they have two children, Norman and Margaret.
 
Levitz
 
Levitz, Aaron.  (Died Feb. 13, 1974,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Levitz, Abraham.  (Died March 4, 1977,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Levitz, Bella, 161 Elizabeth Ave.,  1975-6 Beth El directory. (Died April 22, 1976,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Levitz, Bernard.  (Died Sept. 29, 1986,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Levitz, Charles, (Died April 9, 1969,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Levitz, Ella, 15 Exeter,  1975-6 Beth El directory.; Levitz, Ernest.  (Died Oct. 17, 1976,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Levitz, Fannie.  Died Feb. 18, 1964,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Levitz, Inez.  4 Reeves Place, 1975-6 Beth El directory.; Levitz, Isaac.  (Died Nov 19, 1968,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Levitz, Katie.  (Died March 24, 1976,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Levitz, Louis.  (Died May 5th, 1926,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Levitz, Peter, 15 Exeter.; Levitz, Ralph.  15 Exeter Ave.,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Levitz, Sam.  (Died Oct. 6, 1969,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Levitz, Simon.  Peddler and tea merchant h 108 Gower (1913 Directory) Peddler, and merchant, h. 108 Gower (1915 Directory).  (Died Dec. 3, 1949, Beth El Memorial Plaque); Levitz, Yenta.  (Died Aug. 12, 1946, Beth El Memorial Plaque).
 
Harry Levitz was born in the United States; his wife Mary and daughter Brenda were Roman Catholic.
 
Levkoviz
 
Levkovitz, Bella.  (Died March 18, 1966,Beth El Memorial Plaque)
 
Lipkus
 
Lipkus, David,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Lipkus, Genevieve (?),  1975-6 Beth El directory; Lipkus, Jody,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Lipkus, Sheldon (?).  31 Torbay Rd.,  1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Lyon
 
The Lyons, a family who came out from Liverpool in the mid 1800s, were thought by many to be of Jewish origin.  They had their watchmaking shop on George Street in St. John’s and were also involved in the photography business.
 
Mayer
 
Franziska Mayer worked for the Grenfell Mission in St. Anthony and related outharbours from 
 
Meyers (mentioned in Khan by Harry Perlstein)
 
Michaels, A.L., and Co, Watchmaker and Jeweler, Commercial Chambers Bldg., Water St. (1898 Directory) 
 
Meltzer
 
Meltzer, Philip, 26, Russia, 1919; Salesman, S. Cohen, 1921 census for Grand Falls Station, Grand Falls, Twillingate.
 
Mendelson
 
Samuel Mendelson is listed in the 1935 census as 
 
Miller
 
Miller, Charles H.  of U.S. Picture and Portrait, h. Water St. (1898 Directory) asst. manager h 74 Lemarchant Rd. (1913 and 1915 Directories); Miller, Michael, collector U.S. Picture and Portrait Co., bds. 74 Lemarchant Rd. (1913 and 1915 Directories).
 
See also Gittleson.  Charles Miller was a Polish Jew who came to St. John’s via Halifax in 1897.  He was the junior partner in the firm with his brother-in-law Elias Gittleson.  He had two sons, Bernard and Leonard, and when his wife Minnie died in childbirth, his unmarried sister Lizzie came to live with them.  Miller was drowned in the Florizel in 1918 on his way to New York to be remarried.  The children were raised by the Gittlesons.  Bernard moved away and retained his Jewish affiliation. Leonard served on various committees of the synagogue for many years but married a local Christian woman and gradually assimilated.  Leonard Miller, a highly respected physician, was the top-ranking Jewish civil servant of his time, serving for many years as Deputy Minister of Health.  Michael, Charles’s brother, does not appear in the 1921 census and may have returned to Halifax.
 
Sammy Miller, Corner Brook, came from Russia in 1910 and. Boris Miller came in 1925, to work for him, according to the 1935 census. He was 37 years old.  Samuel Miller a Latvian, now listed as 40 years old with a Polish wife, Rosie, shows up in the 1945 census had a store on Broadway that has been restored recently.  It is unclear if these were two separate people or the same man.
 
Monkarsh
 
William Monkarsh is listed in the 1935 census as having come from Poland in 1929, having established a drygoods store at Bell Island Mines. By 1945, William was living with wife Ella and daughter Lynn in Placentia, Placentia Bay. It’s said he eventually moved to California.
 
Moran
 
Moran, Max, 43, Russia; 1910, Jewellery Salesman, 1921 census for Bell Island Mines.
 
Mosher
 
Mosher, William.  P.O. Box 922,  1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Nathanson
 
Nathanson, Barry, 1975-6 Beth El directory; Nathanson, Bernard.  56 Smithville Cres.   1975-6 Beth El directory; Nathanson, Dara,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Nathanson, Greta,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Nathanson, Helen, 56 Smithville Cres.,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Nathanson, Larry.  105 Rennies Mill Rd.,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Nathanson, Lorraine,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Nathanson, Toby,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Nathanson, Wayne,  1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Neiman
 
Max Neiman came from Russia in 1920.  His wife Nina and children Alexandria and Gregory came four years later, and Silvia was born in Newfoundland.  Max ran a dry goods store, according to the 1935 census.  By 1945, Alexandria has become Alexander and is working as a bookkeeper for his father.
 
 
Noel
 
Noel, Ruth, 118 Cumberland Cres.   1975-6 Beth El directory.  Wife of lawyer John Noel, Ruth came to St. John’s upon her marriage.  They have two children,  Elliott and Miriam.
 
Olsburg
 
Olsburg, Leonard.  (Died Nov. 11, 1952,  Beth El Memorial Plaque)
 
Palmer
 
According to Ernest Marshall Howse, his great-grandfather, Israel Palmer, who settled in the Georges Brook area in the early 1800s, was a Jewish peddler.  There was a Richard Palmer, a justice of the peace in Harbour Grace in 1815, wife Bridget and daughter Maria, who may have been related.  Palmer is not a common name in Newfoundland.
 
Pearl
 
The 1921 census lists two young couples, Edith and Frank Pearl, with a daughter Evaein born in Boston, and Jacob and Minnie, Russians immigrants who had a business on New Gower St.  They do not appear in the 1935 census.
 
Pearlstein
 
Harry Pearlstein , a Lithuanian orphan at the age of twelve, came to Newfoundland in 1925 in an attempt to join his four brothers in Boston. The 1935 census lists Lithuanian immigrant Sarah Pearlstein of 53 Prescott St., with three children, Abraham, David and Goldie, ages 4 to 7.  Sarah was a Sheffman.  Harry was trained as a butcher, but also sold clothes.  They spent several years in Bonavista.
 
Perlin
 
Perlin, Isaac F. of I.F. Perlin and Co. bds. Tremont Hotel, Water st. (1898 Directory) corrected to Israel F of I.F. Perlin, h. 44 Queens Rd. (1915 Directory)
 
Perlin, I.F. and Co., Clothing and Dry Goods, opp. McMurdo and Co. (1898 Directory) 201 Water st. Factory 21 Henry St. (1913 and 1915 Directories)
 
Perlin, Samuel, of Amercan Clothing Store, bds. 44Queens Td., (1913 Directory)
 
Peterseil
 
Peterseil, Rabbi Y.  128 Elizabeth Ave.,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Peterseil, Tamara, 128 Elizabeth Ave.,  1975-6 Beth El directory.  Rabbi Peterseil came to Newfoundland as an outreach missionary and trained a number of men to help lead the service when he had gone.  He apparently became a rare book dealer in Israel.
 
Petkoff 
 
Gordon Petkoff is listed in the 1935 census as having emigrated from Bulgaria in 1928.  He was an iron ore miner.
 
Pink
 
The 1844 Royal Gazette lists a John Freeborn Pink Esq. as Senior Medical Officer of the Garrison in St. John’s, but there is no evidence to suggest whether he is Jewish or not.  In 1895, Max Pink registered a land lease for a property on Water Street.  Quite a few merchants from Halifax were interested in opening businesses in Newfoundland as a result of the railway being built but there is no evidence that the Pinks settled for any time in Newfoundland themselves.
 
Plotsky
 
The 1921 census for Badger, Grand Falls, Twillingate, lists Abraham Plotsky, 35, of Wizna Poland, his wife Annie, and children Leonard, Charles, Lucy and infant Rosie.  The 1935 census lists Lenard and Abraham, 28 and 24 years respectively, as having come from Poland the previous year to be store keepers.  Khan refers to a Rev. A.L. Plotsky who came as a Hebrew teacher in 1909 but moved to Badger to open a store. 
 
Pollicoff
 
Dr. Arthur Pollicoff came to Canada from Russia in 1932, with his wife following from Poland in 1933.  Dr. Pollifoff was a medical doctor in private practice.
 
Polygian
 
Arthur and Sara Polygian were resident inSt. John’s in 1945.  Arthur was a medical doctor. They had one ddaughter born in St. John’s, Barbara.
 
Reichman
 
Reichman, Abraham David.  (Died Feb. 27, 1945,  Beth El Memorial Plaque[victim of the Holocaust]; Reichman-Epstein, Cylla (Died June 25th, 1975,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Reichman, Jacob.  (Died, Oct. 21, 1944,  Beth El Memorial Plaque) [victim of the Hoocaust].; Reichman, Joan.  (Born Oct. 23, 1934, died Nov. 7th, 1993.)
 
Richler
 
Richler, Avrum,   24 Waterford Bridge Rd.,  1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Riff
 
James Riff came to Botwood in August of 1937 (Khan), after deserting  his job as a stoker on a boat.  He apparently walked several hundred miles to evade the police and was taken in by Bernard Dubow who eventually sent him peddling.  Riff married Dubow’s sister-in-law Sarah, and they had three children.  Donal and Iver both appear in the 1945 census for Windsor, Grand Falls..  His two sons expanded the business all over the island.  
 
Riteman
 
Riteman, Dorothy,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Riteman, Philip.  156 Elizabeth Ave.,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Riteman, Larry,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Riteman, Robert,  1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Rosenberg
 
Lazarus Rosenburg   emigrated to Leeds, England from Lithuania around 1900 where he trained first as a watchmaker and then as a tailor, then came out to Newfoundland in 1924 with his wife Sara and the younger of his four sons, Horace and Ronald.  He set up a large clothing factory in St. John’s.  Gerald eventually came out and attended Memorial,  Horace later became a doctor.  
 
Ross
 
Ross, Ian.  (Died Feb. 20, 1965, Beth El Memorial Plaque)
 
Ruttgaizer
 
Jack Ruttgaizer, a Romanian business man, is listed in the Millertown Junction, Grand Falls census for 1945, as being of Jewish ethnic origin.  His wife Dorothy, born in Trinity South, is United Church, but the four children, Bernard, Lea, David and Cynthia, all under five years of age, have no religion listed with a note declaring “not decided.”  
 
Saxon
 
Saxon, Chaim Meir, (died Dec 4, 1928, Beth El Memorial Plaque.); Saxon, David C. (died June 7, 1972,  Beth El Memorial Plaque.); Saxon, Sheefra, (d. Sept. 13, 1947, Beth El Memorial Plaque).
 
David Saxon was a dry goods merchant, originally from Russia.  A lifelong bachelor, Saxon was universally admired by women, respected by men, gave charity with an open hand, and was part of every committee ever formed to do good works.  He left a legacy in his will to establish a generous prize for an annual essay on world peace that is known as the David Saxon Humanitarian Award, administered by the Newfoundland and Labrador Arts and Letters Committee.
 
Schwartz
 
Schwartz, Julius.  (Died July 16, 1970, Beth El Memorial Plaque)
 
Samuel Schwartz came from Poland in 1924 and established himself as a dry goods merchant.  He married wife Ethyl, a member of the United Church, as were his sons Edward and Harold.  By 1945, the children, now including Leonard, Bernard and John, were all identified as ethnically Jewish but religiously Penticostal.
 
Shane
 
Shane, Edith, (d. June 14 1970, Beth El Memorial Plaque.); Shane, Rev. Louis, (died July 10, 1970, Beth El Memorial Plaque.)
 
 
Sheffman
 
Maurice Sheffman came to Newfoundland in 1909 to join his sister on Bell Island.  He was a dry goods merchant.  His wife Sonia came from Riga in 1923, and they had three children, Abraham, Bernard and Jacob, later called Eddie.  His father Solomon Sheffman came from Russia also.  His wife was Rebecca Feigelman.   Samuel Sheffman is listed as residing with another Rebecca Sheffman at 24 Victoria Street in 1935, but this may be an error.  He resides with Alice, an American born Russian Jew, in 1945.  By 1945, Maurice’s family is living in St. John’s.
 
 
Shulman
 
Mengie Shulman was an American, married to Sylvia Wylansky, who settled in St. John’s and became wellknown as a broadcaster.  They had twosons, David and Joey.
 
Sidel
 
Sidel, Barbara Ann.  (b. Aug. 24, died Nov. 26 1952, Beth El Memorial Plaque.); Sidel, Ida.  (born 1902, died 1991, Sidel, Simcha Don, (died, Jan. 19, 1919, Beth El Memorial Plaque); Sidel, Jack, 31 Shea Street,  1975-6 Beth El directory. (born Nov 26, 1924, died April 29, 1992, Beth El Memorial Plaque.); Sidel, Maurice.  (Died March 3, 1967, Sidel, Simcha Don, (died, Jan. 19, 1919, Beth El Memorial Plaque.); Sidel, Otto, 41 Carpasian Rd.,  1975-6 Beth El directory, (died April 1, 1984, Beth El Memorial Plaque.); Sidel, Simcha Don, (died, Jan. 19, 1919, Beth El Memorial Plaque); Sidel Yecheved.  (Died March 11, 1917, Beth El Memorial Plaque).
 
Silbert
 
Tailor and repairs
 
Silver
 
Silver, Cyril.  (Died Aug. 5th, 1952,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Silver, I. 12 Rostellan Place,  1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Isador (Itzel) Silver, a watchmaker, came from Poland in 1929 and was joined a year later by his wife Celia.  Their children Maxwell, Cyril, Rosalie and Cynthia were born in Newfoundland.
 
Simon
 
According to the 1935 census for Bell Island Mine, Esan (58), Annie (50) and Anthony (26) Simon, all emigrants (1932) from Jerusalem and of the Roman Catholic faith, recorded their nationality as Jewish.  
 
Smilestein
 
Smilestein, Dov,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Smilestein, Gila,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Smilestein, J. 156 Elizabeth Ave., 1975-6 Beth El directory; Smilestein, Marg,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Smilestein, Ruby, 24 Edmonton Place,  1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Born in Montreal, Reuben Smilestein came to Newfoundland in 1954 as manager of the wholesale division of Riteman’s.  He opened his own qwholesale  buisiness in St. John’s before moving to Carbonear in 1957.
 
Sonnenschein
 
Sonnenschein, Gabriel.  (Died, June 4, 1944, Beth El Memorial Plaque.)
 
Speiler?
 
Joe Speiler (?) was the first pizza maker in Newfoudnland.
 
Stebaurman
 
Louis Stebaurman (or Stobaurman)  58, from Russia /Poland, is listed as a herbalist in the 1921 census for Goulds, Ferryland.  His daughter, Debena, appears in the 1945 census as Jewish although her mother was Roman Catholic.
 
Swedlin
 
Swedlin, Teddy.  [Teddy Swedlin Wabana Bell Island Mines] (ad in 1913 directory)
 
Swersky (spelled also Swirski and Swirsky)
 
Swersky, L. 23 Pine Bud Ave.,1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Ernest Swirsky came to Newfoundland from Poland in 1925, his wife Bertha followed in 1932.  They had at least one child, Ronald, born in Newfoundland.  Morris Swirsky came in 1929 and both Ernest and Morris were in the dry goods business, according to the 1935 Corner Brook, Humber census of 1935.  Louis Swersky, a traveling salesman, and Marian, both of Poland, had a son Francis born in Newfoundland,a ccording to the 1935 census. Julius Swirski came from Poland in 1928, according to the Howley, Humber census for 1935, and was a salesman.  By 1945, Ernest and Bertha had another son, Melvin, Julius had a wife Sarah and a son Marvin, Morris has a wife Florence and children Lillian and Benjamin.
 
Teller
 
Teller, Coloman.  (Died march 16, 1957,  Beth El Memorial Plaque.)
 
Thorkelson
 
Thorkelson, J. 286 Newfoundland Dr.  1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Tock
 
Tock, A. 24 Parliament St. ,1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Tocque
 
The Tocques came from Gurnsey Islands in the 1790s and assimilated.
 
Toytman
 
Toytman, Paula, 4 Pratt  Place,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Toytman, Rose, 4 Pratt Place,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Toytman, Sammy. 1975-6 Beth El directory.; Toytman, William, 4 Pratt Place,  1975-6 Beth El directory.
 
Treblich
 
Joseph Treblich, a 59 year old merchant from Russia, isliving in Brazil Square in 1945.
 
Trotsky
 
Trotsky, Bella Edith.  (Died Jan. 10, 1979, Beth El Memorial Plaque); Trotsky, P.  21 Downing St., 1975-6 Beth El directory. (Philip?  Died Jan 18, 1979,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Trotsky, William, (died Aug. 31, 1914,  Beth El Memorial Plaque.)
 
Uylan
 
The 1921 census lists a family, Philip Uylan of Russia, a Merchant of Dry Goods on Gower St., Mary Uylan of London, England and two month old baby Bernice.  They do not appear in the later lists.
 
Weiser
 
Max Weiser was a salesman working out of Montreal who traveled around the island.  His son David. Of St. John’s, is still in the business and includes Labrador in his area.  David’s son Jonathan Munro is a well-known musician and singer.
 
Wilansky
 
Wilansky, Esther.  died Jan. 11, 1972,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Wilansky, Flora, 1975-6 Beth El directory; Wilansky, G raham.   1 Laughlin Cres.  1975-6 Beth El directory.  (Died April 29, 1986,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Wilansky, Harry.  (Died Feb. 12, 1951,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Wilansky, Isadore,  retail tea merchant, 360 water St., h. 170 New Gower (1013 Directory) tea agent, h. 3 Chapel (1915 Directory); Wilansky, J. 38 Ottawa St.,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Wilansky, Madeline, 27 Cornwall Heights, 1975-6 Beth El directory; Wilansky, Morris.  (Died March 19, 1986,  Beth El Memorial Plaque); Wilansky, Naomi, 1975-6 Beth El directory; Wilansky, Sam B., 15 Chestnut Place,  1975-6 Beth El directory; Wilansky, Sylvia Rose.  (Died March 3, 1980,  Beth El Memorial Plaque).
 
The Wilansky family came from Timkovict in Bellaruss in 
 
Maurice married Roman Catholic of Greek descent and infant daughter Paula is not listed as having a religious affiliation in 1945. 
 
Yablonsky
 
Matla Yablonsky (email Judy Polster, Jan. 16, 2002.)
 
Matla Yablonsky was said to have been rescued by Rev. Kelman from a ship docked in St. John’s where she was being held against her will.  She stayed in Newfoundland with the Kelmans for 6 months, then went on to Halifax.
 
Zucker
 
Samuel Zucker, a dry goods merchant, came from Poland in 1923.  His wife Rosa, who sold beauty supplies, came in 1930.  Their son Sidney was born in Newfoundland, according to the 1935 census for St. John’s West
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